
Land Restitution and the socio-economic stability of displaced households 
in Colombia: Possibilities derived from integration

KEY MESSAGES Proyectos Productivos 
Programme (PPP).

This is a reparation strategy 
that seeks to support the return 
and settlement of the displaced 
population through sustainable 
land restitution.

• Target population:
 Victims of forced 

displacement whose land 
rights are restored through a 
court ruling.

• Implementing institution:
 Special Administrative Unit 

for Land Management and 
Restitution (URT).

• Components: 
› Economic incentives for 

returned families for the 
design, implementation 
or strengthening of Family 
Productive Projects.

› Technical support to these 
projects for a period of 24 
months.

Coordination between social pro-
tection and rural productive devel-
opment programmes can help poor 
and at-risk households escape the 
poverty trap and break its inter-
generational transmission. They 
also contribute to increasing the 
resilience capacity of households 
to external shocks, such as the one 
we are currently facing as a result of 
COVID-19.

The Programa Proyectos Produc-
tivos (PPP) of the Land Restitution 
Unit (URT) in Colombia has shown 
positive impacts on variables such 
as livestock assets and products, 
households’food security and per-
ception of subjective well-being as 
well as in the empowerment of fe-
male head-of-households.

Several of the impacts perceived by 
households are due not only to the 
PPP, but to a combination of inter-
ventions and investments made by 
the households themselves. This 
coincides with a result according to 
which 87% of the surveyed house-
holds stated that they are were part 
of another programme beside-
sProyectos Productivos.

However and despite these positive 
results, the formal mechanisms 
of coordination between support 
interventions for victims of the 
armed conflict, specifically those 
who suffered forced displacement, 
are still insufficient and require 
strengthening.
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Impact Evaluation

Positive results in the value of assets and the number of li-
vestock products, as exposure to the programme increases. 
Food security conditions also improve, especially in gra-
duated households with a female head-of-household.

 
Positive and significant impact on the perception of sub-
jective well-being of households, social capital and em-
powerment. Likewise, household members exhibit high 
aspirations and expectations, which are accompanied by 
clear strategies and plans to achieve them.

Institutional Analysis

Opportunities for coordination provided by simultaneous 
interventions in the households, aiming for comprehensi-
ve reparation for victims.

 
Informal coordination at local level has positive impacts on 
savings, social capital and the creation of opportunties for 
the marketing of products.

 
The National System of Comprehensive Care and Reparation 
for Victims (SNARIV) has failed to provide a conceptual and 
operational strategy for coordination.

rESultS

rEcoMEndAtionS

A coordination mechanism is required to generate the appropriate incentives 
for inter-institutional articulation, which must be based on an adequate cha-
racterisation of the beneficiaries and the public provisions of the programmes.

To identify the endowments, initial capacities and needs of the households at 
the time of receiving the intervention, in order to guide coordination between 
the entities and enhance the results of the interventions.
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For more information about the 
Rural Synergies Project and the case 
of Colombia, write to:

• Jorge Maldonado
 jmaldona@uniandes.edu.co
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 dv.leon10@uniandes.edu.co

• Rocío Moreno-Sánchez
 romoreno@uniandes.edu.co
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